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At this ceason of the year many addreeses on “incoln are 
being made and in many of them only « emall part of the address 
ia devoted to “inesin the remainder and greater part being dé- 
voted to a diacussion of other subjects, ueueally political. in 
the shor&é time i shell oceupy I will not digrewe to wther subjects. 
On one eceagion Guldemitn suggested to Susmuel dehneen taut the 
maximum wembersliip of the famouse club to which they belonged 
should be increased and sore membere taken in because, sald 
Guldesith, we nave traveled over euch ethers winda, te which 
Johnaen, not pleased, retorted sir: you have sot teuveled over 
my pind. As a subject for discussion and writing Lincoln seems 
inexhaustible. Beginning with a number of campaign biographies 
vhen he wae seminated for presddent in 1860 there has been a@ 
conetantly inereasing dtream of biographies and beoks about 
Abraham Taineoln, numbering in all mere than 5000 books and the 
nusber of magazine articles and pamphlete about “ineoln are withe 
out mumber. His name and memory bave been memervialiged in every 

imaginable way. The recently completed tunnel under the ludaeon 
river connecting Wew York and New Jersey dedicated vecember “i, 
1937, passing 75 feet under the river and costing 157,000 ,060.00 
wae named for the poor boy born in the humble log cabin how Ge 
closed in « beautiful granite building in La Mue Counbys Kentucky 


on February Le, 1600. The jneoln highway crogsang the United 


states from coast te cvoaet, J400 wiles Long is the Longeat an 


all the world. ‘ho can tell how many Citige, GOWNDs COWNELA DS » 


counties, buildings» hotele, business CONKLIN» ete. are named 


The Lincoln Memorial building in Washington 18, 


for ‘“ineoln. : 
Think of 


the moet beautiful meworial in thie country. 


perhaps, 


1 sit 
that pitifully emell hustle cabin in which Ginceln's Life bevan 
ang the ‘incoln Memorial Building at the end of that Life and 
honoring the man of whom Henry Watterson eaid that considering 
hie aneestry, edueational op ,ertunities and early environment 
we would expect hie life to have been one of degradation. Lord 
heseberry said that Burne wae &@ miracle and that Shakespeare was 
@ miracle, and may we not also justly and fairly say that Linesln 
wae a miracle. You all know of what humble unlettered parentage 
he came; of his atbendanee at the rude primitive “blab” weechoole 
he attended, hig acheeling covering uboulb a year; of the privations 
and hardshipe of hie curly Life. Shortly after hie nominution 
for the Presidency, be was aeked tu furnish date for a history 
of hie life. Hie anever was that at was a great piece of folly 
to attempt to write anything about hiseulf or nie eurly Lifé and 
that it could all be condensed in a aingle sentence and that 
sentence could be found in Gray's Slegy;: "The short and essnyple 
annals of the pour." The pure white fame of Linculnm is world 
wide. ‘The children in China and Japan Know and are taught the 
story of Abraham “incolm. There are mere than 40 bronze statues 
ef tineoln in this and foreign countries. How prophetic were 
the words of Stanton when .ineoln expired; "Now he belongs bo 
the ages.” And yet in how short a time has hie fame grown 
I made an address on Linceln before this club on February 15, 
1923, and again on Pebruary 12, 1924, and in this lant talk i 
paid theye were several men then Living in our city who had seen 
Abraham Lincela in Life. if 1 am net mietuken they have all passed 
on, i heard Capt. B. R. McKee tell an affecting story of “Lincoln 
and hie Kindness to a wounded animal. i now know but one sian 


who gaw Lineeln. or. iddings of Cleveland now almoat 90 jeare 


* Oe 
ef age whose father lived ehere the Cleveland Trust Company 
building now stands at the corner of 9th St. and Suclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, and who as a boy caw Lincoln us he was geing to 
Washington to be inaugurated and later saw Lincela'ts body as 
it was being gaken back to Gpringfield, ill. for burial. At | 
the end of the third bullet taken in that wildly exciting cone 
vention held in the vigwam in Chicago in 1860:to nominate a 
Republiean candidate for President, “ineoln had 231¢ votes, two 
and a half mere votes would give him the nomination. Before the 
result of the third ballot could be announced, Judge Carter of 
Cleveland, Chairman of the Ohio delegation, sprang on a chair 
and stretching out his arm to gain recognition said: "i riee 
to change 4 votes from Mr. Chase to Mr. Lincoln." Not many of 
you here today knew Judge Milton 4. Clark of this city who 
Lived on Hast Main Street and was a judge of what is now called 
the Court of Appeale. Judge Clark was one of the delegates from 
Ohie te the Chieago Convention and one ef the four delegates whose 
votes were changed from Chase te Lineoln. Judge Clark used to 
tell we that after his admission to practice law he made a tour 
ef several Western States, among othere IlLinvis, secking a 
Location for the practice of his profession and tiat, while he 
did not eee or meet Lincoln, everywhere in Illinois he heard 
Lineoiln eo praised and commended that he formed a very favorable 
opinion of him and was eager to break away from Chase and cast his 
vote for the notfination of Lincoln. Thus vur own city and a 
repident of it had an important part in Lincoln's nomination. 
s9@ far ae I know Lincoln wae never in our city bub he made a 


famous epeech in Cincinnati soon after the Lincoln-Douglas came 


paign and a Little Later he spoke for more than 2 houre at the east 


wo oan 
side of the State Capitol building, Columbus, standing near the 
epot marked by a bronze tablet placed a few yeurs agy on the 
eaet wall of the Capitol building. At the exercises at the une 
veil ing of thie bronze tablet i shall never forget the pathos and 
emotion with which a great culorea orator from Chiewgs maid that 
the name of Lynceln was pregcious to him. But what shall 1 say to 
you about Linevlna? What gheall i try te tell you about the man 
whom that iron man, sdwin ii. Stunton said was the avet perfect 
ruler of men the world has ever seen. in his oration over Cuesar'e 
dead tbody in Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, Antony worked his hearers 
ints a high etate of eympathy by fire’ nolding up Gacaur's cape 
and ehowing and commenting on the rents in it made by the daggere 
of hie aesageine. Then he threw aside the cape, exclaiming: “what 
weep you when you but behold our Cacear'’s veature wounded? Look 
you here. Were is himself, marred as you see, with traitore." 
i have talked around my eubject but have not said much about 
Tincoln as erator, etateceman, humaniet, emancipator, ¢«te. Ag 1 
have gaid, more than 5000 volumes have been written about “ancoln. 
in attempting to speak about Lincoln 1 find what everyone finds 
and what a recent author Jeeeph Hewton Fort so well waid; “it is 
not éasy to epesk of Lincoln calmly. He was a man ef such high and 
tender humanity, of poroonality eo appewling and pathos 66 melbing,s 
that almoet every study of him ends in eulegye He eh Ao Vans by» 
and being « gan of humor he did not powe nur did be wish anyone 
te dyvaw him other than ae he wae. Bub wen cen no more Help OVing 
and pradging him than they can help Loving and proising govdness 
anywhere." ‘inevln has become for all peoples, every wheres and 
for all time to come the apostle of human equality and liberty. 


The @an who opened the door of opportunity te all; the wan who 


- 
oe ee 


in his own Life and career became and will forever remain the 
eubl ime exemple and ideal of the oppreseed. To ue here in free 
America the Life and career of Uinceln ie one of our moat prese 
cious heritages. To a regiment of soldiers passing through 
Washington on their way to the front he eaid; "To the humblest 
and poorest anong ue are held out the highee& privileges and 
positions. The present moment finde me in the White Nouse, yet 
there ig as goud e chance for your child ae there wae for ay 
father's." some of Lincoln's etatemente are of intereat in ree 
gard to probleme we have before ue now. He stood for equality 

ef privilege among ail classes and said; "The prudent, penailess 
beginner in the world labore for wages a while, saves his 

guyplug with which te buy tovle or land for himeelf, then labore 
on his own account and at Length hires another to Help him. This 
is the juet and prosperous system whieh epens the way to all, gives 
hope to all and consequently an improvement of condition te all.® 
He continually warned against violence and to a committee from 
the workingments Asaveiation of New York, he caid: "The strongest 
bond of sympathy, outside the family relation, should be one 
uniting all working people, nor should thie lead to 4 war on 
property or the owners of property. Tet not him who is houssless 
pull down the house of another, but let him labor diligently and 
build ome for himself, thus by example assuring himself that his 
own will be safe fr ue violencé when built." He opposed paternale 
iom in government and ewid: "The legitimate object of governe 
ment is te 40 for a community of people whatever they need to 
have done, but cannot do at ull, oF cannot do so well in their 


individual capacities. in all that people can individually do 


Gow 

for theseelves the government ought not to interfere." Bub 1 
must net go on, much as I should like to. i have brought you 
only a few gewe from the valley of diamonds Lincoln left for ail 
of ue. VYatiiliariae yourselves with the life and character of this 
remarkable man. Tennyson never wrote Uruer words than tie Line: 
“Tl at @ pert of all i meet." Try to cateh tne epirit ana vision 
of the mun who wrote the Gettysburg address, the eccond inaugural 
and the letter to fire. Bixby. In that beautiful etury: "The 
Great Stone Face" Hawthorne tells of the boy who Lived in the 
valley from which the benign features of the great stone face 
were conetantly in view and that thie boy as he grew up and Lived 
in that valley so often and reverently gased on and studied it, 
that hie neighbors discovered that hie own feutures had grown to 
resemble those of the great stone face. Sven if I cannot tell 
you any new facts about Abraham “ineoln, perhape © can make the 
time one of profit to you by turning your attention and pointing 
to the imperishable figure of Siacola. William He. Herndon, "Billy" 
ae Lineoln called him, wan hie friend and law partner fer 20 years 
and hin evummarigation of Lincoln's character is generally agreed 
te be correct and is ae fellowe: The great predoman: ting eLenents 
ef Gineolnts peculiar character were: Firat, hie great capaci ty 
and power of regoon; second, Comecience and hip excellent undeke 
etanding; third, an exalted idea of the gense of right and equity; 
fourth, hie intense veneration of the true and goude Hie conecience, 
hie heart, and all the faculties and qualities ef hie aind bowed 
eubmiesively to the despotiams of his ronson. 

Sot only was he cautious, patient, and enduring; not only had 
he conesntration and great continuity of thought, but he had p¥0-« 


found analytical power. His vision was clear and he wae the magter 


«Te 
of statesent. Hie pursuit of the truth wae indefatigable. Truth 
ie the power of reaeon, and .incoln loved trath for ite ow BAG e 
+t wae to him reagonts food. Hie mind struggled fer truth and hie 
goul reached out for eutetance. ie cared nut for forme, ways 
sethoda, the nom~cubsatantial things of this world. Ne did not 
have an intense care for any particular or individual man, the 
dgliar, property, rank, orders, aennerea or ciwilar things; neituer 
did he have any ovariee or other Like view in hie nature. esther 
wey KO G welfich mmm. Ne would sever Lave performed an eet, even 
te promote himself to the Presidency, if by that ach, any uti 
ceing was wronged. The univeroul tewbamony, “ie 46 an honest 
man" gave him « firm hold on the masses and they trusted Lim with 
@ Wlind, vreligiouw fweiths. Hie oad, aelanehely face excited thelr 
eympathy and when the dark day@ Calls it wae Ghedy heart otrange 
that entwined and sustained him. Vith the sympathy and Love of 
the veople, ‘ineoln had unlimited power ovor them. The truet and 
eorehip by the people of “ineoln were tie roRukt of hie simple 
eharacter. te held himself not aloof from-the mnesea. ie 
veeane one of them. They feared together, they eiruggled tie 
other; thue melted and moulded into one, they kegane ong in 
thought, one in will, one in @oblone “6 seeued ty throw a charm 
ureund every wan who ever set him, To be in Lis preoones was a 
pleasure, and so man evex Left his coGpany ssi injured foelLings 
unlees mout viehly dewerved. i will close by quoting again from 
Seeeph vert Bewbon; “Our Sation sukes & wine cheice of asdeale 
when it mayo tribute to Abraham Lineokn for that within hig which 
we honer ie the saving grace of the republics On the daviant 


wLopes of fame we begin to see that homely, humerout, with, 


wo (hen 

etrong, tender, man ag he wae, and as few saw him while he lived. 
fe oma need fear that Kig real image will be Loet in@ hase ox 
reverent and grateful memory for se becomes more real and unrorge tte 
able every year, there ig no Lincvin myth. Yatle falle away from 
hig eimple hamean majesty as we stand before His luter purtruiis, 
looking inte that great face, with ite blend of iaght and chudow, 
ite calm, level gaze eo frank, 69 benign ond, withal, sv firm and 
farseeinge YWothing that unfolding time diecloped diminishes hie 
noble, hersle, pathetie ftatures Still and always when we ivok 
back at Zincoln and eae him amidet the vicissitudes of hie life, 
it ig the man that we honer; a plain, honest, kindly man, sound 
af heart, full equally of pity and humor, caring much wore to 

; deserve praise than te poeesege it; rich in charityeeone of the 
finest, rareot, trueeat soule now or ever to be a “citizen of 


¢bteraity". 


